
 

 

 

Conference Speech for Charles T. Tucker Esq. 

 

From colonial times and into the present day, the African man, woman, and 

child has been subject to constant abuse from internal and external forces. This 

extends to not only those within the borders of our great continent but those of 

the African diaspora. The global outcry in response to this abuse must no longer 

go unheeded. 

 

Throughout the international community there is constant and consistent 

disregard of the sovereignty and authority of continental Africans and Africans 

of the diaspora.  Our nations have made continued efforts to engage in 

diplomatic affairs and engage in international relations in service of our 

national interests, and to stand proudly amongst our counterparts not only in 

this great continent of Mother Africa, but globally. In response, we constantly 

find ourselves on the receiving side of racism, exploitation, and subjective and 

inequitable treatment by the nations of the west and far east. It is evident that, 

as Africans, we are targeted for the color of our skin, the determining factor in 

being mistreated, targeted, and abused by these nations. 

 

Let’s look at the evidence. Statistically speaking, you will find that in most 

western countries, there is a disproportionate number of diplomats from 

African countries that linger in prisons, forgotten and abused, stripped of their 

rights.  Diplomatic status is ignored, diplomatic immunity overlooked, and 

protection granted by the Vienna Convention, denied. And what do we do in 

response? Be upholders of justice, protectors of peace and security for our 

people? No. We do nothing, in fear of retaliation, making us complicit in this 

injustice against the diplomatic officers of our nations. 

 

There are numerous examples of the human rights violations and denial of 

diplomatic protection that have been perpetrated against government and or 

diplomatic officers of African nations. Here are just a few that have been 

highlighted by various news sources over the years: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Ike Ekweremadu 

• The arrest and trial of former Deputy President of the Nigerian Senate, Ike 

Ekweremadu, in the United Kingdom (UK), who traveled on a diplomatic 

passport is clear example. 

 • As reported August 3rd, 2022, a human rights organization, Civil Rights 

Realization and Advancement Network (CRRAN),  faulted the arrest and trial 

of former Deputy President of the Senate, Ike Ekweremadu, in the United 

Kingdom (UK), saying, “it is a breach of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 

Relations” and added: “Though there are several instances where African 

leaders and government officials bearing diplomatic passports were arrested in 

Europe and clamped into detention, this is a clear breach of international law, 

which has not been canvassed by the affected leaders, and because of the 

economic weakness of African states, the affected countries never asked the 

detaining European countries what diplomatic immunity entails”. 

 

Secretary Eckhart Piprek 

According to an article in the Washington Post dated November 5th 1993, the 

South African Ambassador protested to the State Department of the United 

States that that Fairfax County Virginia police disregarded the diplomatic status 

of South African official, First Secretary Eckhart Piprek. Ambassador Harry H. 

Schwarz, who personally delivered a formal complaint to the department's 

Office of Protocol, said that First Secretary Eckhart Piprek and his wife, Gerda, 

were entitled to diplomatic immunity and should not have been arrested. The 

disregard of this is treated in a serious light," Schwarz said in the statement. 

 

 • There is also the case of Ethiopian diplomat Desta Woldeyohannes Delkasso, 

an Ethiopian national assigned to the Ethiopian government’s Consulate 

General as the Deputy Consul General in Los Angeles, was arrested and charged 

in a three-count indictment in 2018 despite her diplomatic immunity. 

 

 • Then there is James Onanefe Ibori, a Nigerian politician who was Governor of 

the Delta State region and a national figure in Nigeria. In 2012, Ibori was 



 

 

sentenced to 13 years in prison. James Ibori who maintained his innocence was 

released from prison in December 2016 after a court order. He served 4 years of 

the 13 years to which he was sentenced. Clearly the order was an admittance of 

acknowledgment of his rights as a diplomat. 

 

 

H.E. Malachi Z. York 

 • In the United States of America on May 8th 2002. Liberian diplomat and 

Consul General Malachi York was arrested and detained by local officials in 

Milledgeville, GA. From the moment of his arrest, he has repeatedly informed 

law enforcement that he was a diplomat for the Republic of Liberia, he was 

ignored. He was then sentenced and served now 20 years of 135 years despite 

being innocent of the charges against him. Over the course of over 20 years, he 

has been moved to various correctional facilities, further and further away from 

his loved ones, and denied proper medical care despite having a potentially fatal 

condition, hereditary angioedema. He has been on the brink of death several 

times due to failure to receive proper medical treatment and or to be housed in 

a medical facility. For the last 16 years, he has been housed at ADX Florence, 

which is known internationally termed a “clean version of hell, internationally 

infamous for the 22-24 hours of severe physical and social isolation that inmates 

are subjected to, which constitutes cruel and unusual punishment, and a 

violation of human rights. Dr. York has been tortured, abused over the years 

and even denied medical and dental care, communication with the outside 

world, visits by even immediate family, and phone calls all in violation of his 

human rights. Throughout his unlawful detention, the Republic of Liberia, the 

first African republic, attempted to diplomatically resolve the matter on 

numerous occasions. Even up to this present day. 

 

These are just some of the injustices perpetrated against the diplomats of 

African nations. But what about the diplomatic officers of the African diaspora? 

In the United States, for example, Black diplomats and officials of the US State 

Department have the challenge of enduring incessant racial injustice on US soil 

such as the death of George Floyd and the national and international outrage 

sparked by his murder, while having to represent and advance the policies of 

the same nation that subjects people of the African Diaspora to unspeakable 



 

 

brutality and murder at the hands of law enforcement and injustice in its 

judicial system. Not only are diasporic Africans in America under-represented 

in diplomatic positions, but they are subject to discrimination and prejudice 

within the State Department while having to represent the US, a country in 

which so-called Black Americans, Africans of the diaspora, are under siege 

daily. 

 

As Africans, we must stand up for those of us here on the continent and those 

in the diaspora and demand the respect we deserve in our engagement in 

diplomatic affairs and international relations. We must no longer allow our 

diplomatic and consular officers to have their rights and protections denied in 

violation of international law and human rights instruments. We must not be 

relegated to a sub-standard level of response and engagement by Western, 

European, or Asian nations any longer. We must stand on our sovereignty and 

autonomy as African nations, and we must not tolerate being ignored or 

disregarded by any nation at any time in matters of diplomacy. We must come 

together as the nations of this great continent and demand our respect on the 

world stage. 

 

And to this end, I come to you to ask you to come together as Africans and 

come to the aid of the Republic of Liberia, the first constitutional republic of 

this great continent. This nation’s efforts to repatriate its citizen and diplomat 

Dr. Malachi Z York have been disregarded by the United States of America. 

Countless communications have been sent to the US State Department over the 

last two decades on behalf of their citizen and diplomat to no avail. No response 

received. Again, another African nation being ignored in the world of 

international affairs. 

 

50 years ago, Liberia was instrumental in the freedom fight for Africa, and the 

independence of this nations When no one could speak up for Africans as 

sovereign people, Liberia did. And now this is an opportunity for the nations of 

Africa to stand with Liberia to demand the freedom of Liberian Diplomat H.E. 

Dr. Malachi York.   

 



 

 

Dr. Malachi York is a 77-year-old elder who is innocent and is fighting for his 

freedom while suffering from a potentially fatal condition while being 

unlawfully detained for over 20 years, since May 8th, 2002.  He is a registered 

citizen with diplomatic status which he has repeatedly attempted to convey to 

the authorities, repeatedly stating to officials that he has diplomatic immunity 

and is protected by the Vienna Convention on diplomatic relations from the 

moment of his unlawful detention by United States state and federal law 

enforcement until this very day. 

 

As a Diplomat of the Republic of Liberia since 1999, Dr. York is protected by 

the Vienna Convention and his home country has requested his repatriation, 

which must be granted by the United States of America. The Republic of 

Liberia sent a verbal Diplomatic Note as early as 2004 and as recent as 2020 

May 26 for H.E. Dr. Malachi York’s repatriation and release. In addition, there 

have been numerous notifications and documentation sent on behalf of Dr. 

York to the US State Department by his legal representation in Liberia. And 

again, there has been no response. This silence is making a statement that is 

loud and clear to Liberia and all African nations and people of the African 

diaspora - that African nations are not worthy of respect and diplomatic 

protocols that are granted to other nations. That cannot and must not be 

tolerated. We must stand up and respond and speak out against this disregard of 

African nations, African people, and international law. As a unified force we 

can make it known to the international community that this treatment will not 

be tolerated. We expect to receive the same respect we give to all the nations of 

the world, from all the nations of the world, including the United States. 

 

Again, it’s an honor to be amongst you all, and if you are interested in seeing 

how we can work together or have ideas on how we can successfully bring H.E. 

Dr. Malachi York home, let's connect and exchange information 

immediately.  Dr. York is 77 years old, an innocent man, and Liberian Diplomat 

that has endured injustice, unlawful detention, and torture for far too long.  We 

cannot allow this situation to continue to be ignored by the U.S. State 

Department, a slap in the face of all African nations and diplomats, to continue 

unchecked, because if we don’t set a new precedence the same thing can 

happen to anyone of us or our children. We need your support to start a new 



 

 

narrative of positive diplomatic relations with the United States and all the 

nations of the world, with the repatriation of H.E. Malachi York to the 

Republic of Liberia. 

 

 
 


