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1. Salutations 

  

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 

Gentlemen: 

2. On 2nd March 2022, I received in audience of the 
Malawi Law Society leadership. They came to 

introduce this conference and request my availability 
and the support of the Malawi Judiciary. I did not 

hesitate to accept the invitation. The legal profession 
is a public service at the core of its nature. It serves 

all mankind.  

 
3. I am well advised that this is the first time for Malawi 

to host this event, one of the largest gatherings of 
African lawyers. Let me commend the Malawi Law 

Society and the African Bar Association for the 
professional partnership and African unity reflected 

in this event. It is historical to have an international 
Bar association at our door step, to reflect on matters 

of governance, transparency and accountability in 
our jurisdictions and to be able to share ideas on how 

we can coordinate our efforts in promoting the rule of 
law in order to best serve the people of the African 

continent with a common standard. I am delighted 
and humbled to be part of this historical event.   

 
4. This gathering also reminds me of the words of the 

great Pan-Africanist, Kwame Nkrumah, who in 1970, 
spoke to us all with the words, “Africa is one 

continent, one people, and one nation”. 
 

5. The theme of this auspicious gathering, ‘Instituting 
an enduring legacy of transparent and 

accountable governance in Africa: Basic Issues 
and Roadmap’ greatly excited my mind. It speaks to 
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our contemporary legal, socioeconomic and 
development challenges. 

 

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies 

and Gentlemen: 

6. The African legal landscape has registered inspiring 
success stories in matters touching on the rule of law 

and democratization. The legal profession, both in the 
narrow sense of ‘lawyers’ and in the broader sense of 

‘legal experts’ have greatly contributed to the strides 
that have been made to achieve these milestones. The 

African legal profession has, for example, been 
instrumental in developing a unique African 

philosophy of human rights and its own set of 
regional and continental African Court systems. Our 

academics, as we will see in the course of the week, 
have likewise greatly contributed to jurisprudential 

engagements through academic writings and 
scholarship. 

 
7. African lawyers, at the bench, the bar and in 

academia, have inspired world history and brought 
about real social change: From Nelson Mandela who 

fought the Apartheid regime in South Africa and went 
on to win the Nobel Peace Award (among so many 

other accolades) to our own i.e., Malawi’s 

Constitutional Court whose five Judges last year won 
the prestigious Chatham House award. 

 

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies 

and Gentlemen: 

8. Theorists like Roscoe Pound inspired us all to believe 
that the law can be used as a tool for social 

engineering. Some of the challenges that have been 
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posed for discussion during this conference, I am 
optimistic, can be resolved in part or substantively by 

the uniform application, across the African continent 
of effective and efficient legal systems. 

 
9. I also noted from the programme that as part of the 

sub-themes under discussion, this conference 
intends to discuss issues touching on terrorism, 

security, the right to privacy, sports, enforcement of 
judgments from regional and continental courts, 

looted African artefacts among other challenges that 
continue to confront our beautiful continent. I am 

optimistic that this conference will be able to proffer 
possible and tangible solutions to these and other 

challenges. I also hope that there will be a proper 
follow up on the resolutions from this conference so 

that we are able to build on the lessons that will, 
obviously, be drawn from the wide range of expertise 

gathered here.  

 

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies 

and Gentlemen: 

10. I mentioned above that the legal profession can 

be looked at from both a narrow and broader 
perspective.  Looked at from the broader perspective, 

it is obvious that a harmonious working relationship 

between the Bar, the Bench and Academia, has a 
huge potential to be a catalyst towards the resolution 

of some of the challenges that this conference intends 
to discuss in the forthcoming days. That explains why 

the Malawi Judiciary could not resist this opportunity 
to, together with the Bar and Academia, reflect on 

how best we can work out an African roadmap   for 

transparent and accountable governance.   
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11. As Chief Justice of the Republic of Malawi, I can 
assure Your Excellency, the Malawi Law Society, its 

membership, the Bar associations gathered here, 
indeed our citizenry, of the Malawi Judiciary’s highest 

support and availability towards a cordial and 
mutually beneficial working relationship. I would also 

like to take this opportunity to reconfirm to the 
gathering here that while challenges abound, it still 

remains the Malawi Judiciary’s mission to provide 
independent and impartial justice and judicial 

services that are efficient and earn the respect, trust 
and confidence of the society. It is also our vision as 

a Judiciary to fully protect the interests of all and 
sundry and to contribute to the socio-economic 

development of Malawi. Ultimately to achieve justice, 
peace and security for our country. To promote, 

protect and uphold the rule of law, democracy, 
human rights and Constitutionalism and to do so 

with integrity, transparency, accountability and 
responsiveness. 

 
12. We are therefore eager to learn from and share 

experiences with the distinguished African jurists 
gathered here as we endeavour to achieve our vision. 

Please feel welcome and enjoy your stay in Malawi.  
 

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies 

and Gentlemen: 

13. I thank you all for your attention. God bless you 

all. 




