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1. Your Excellency the President of the Republic of Malawi, Dr Lazarus 

McCarthy Chakwera, our Special Guest to the conference. 

 

2. Your Excellency the First Lady of the Republic of Malawi, Madame Monica 

Chakwera, mother of our nation. 

 

3. Your Excellency, the Vice President of the Republic of Liberia,  Senator Dr 

Jewel Howard Taylor, our keynote speaker to this conference 

 

4. My Lord Judge President of the Malawi Supreme Court of Appeal 

Honourable Justice Lovemore Chikopa SC and all Honourable Judges 

and Justices from various Courts here present.  

 

5.  The Honourable Minister of Justice of the Republic of Malawi, Mr Titus 

Singiso Mvalo and all Ministers of various governments here present 

 

6. The Honourable the Attorney General Mr Thabo Chakaka Nyirenda and 

Solictor General Mr Allison M’bang’ombe 

 

7.  All Senior Counsel, Queens Counsel and State Counsel from across the 

jurisdictions that are here present 

 

8. The President of the African Bar Association, Mr. Hannibal Uwaifo and all 

Bar Leaders from the across the African continent here present. 

 

9. Distinguished Guests, my Lords and my Ladies, Learned Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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I think our Director of Ceremonies Colonel Gilbert Mittawa has 

already done an excellent job of introducing the conference and its 

theme. 

 

Therefore, in the time that I am privileged to speak on behalf of the 

Malawi Law Society, I just want to say three things:  

(i) Welcome you all to this conference. I give special welcome 

to our foreign delegates.  We have delegates that have 

travelled from as far as Canada, USA, Nigeria, Uganda, 

Niger, Liberia, Zambia, South Africa and basically from 

across the continent. It is so refreshing and symbolic that as 

Africans we can overcome our man made borders, come 

together and aim at reflecting on matters of common 

interest, share knowledge and experiences and socialise in 

the way that we have already started yesterday.  So, you 

are all most welcome to this conference and to this country. 

 

(ii)  Secondly, I would like to say Thank you. As a hosting bar 

association, the Malawi Law Society is forever grateful to all 

of you for the various roles you have played to make this 

conference a reality. It is the first time that the Malawi Law 

Society has been entrusted with this kind of continental 

affair. The experience that we have got so far reflects that if 

we can come together, as a people, as bar associations, 

and as governments with its people, we can easily achieve 

greater things and do so much faster. Though we may 

belong to different callings and stations in life, we need unity 

of purpose to succeed.   

 

(iii) The third and last thing that I would like to say concerns the 

subject matter of the discussion at this conference.  

 

(iv) If you take time to examine the program for the week and 

look at the kind and the spread of participants, delegates,  

merit medal awardees gathered and lined up, what you will 
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see is a wide range of distinguished Africans holding 

significant positions of influence across the professions on the 

continent and beyond. 

 

(v) This level of distinction amongst us made us at the MLS 

wonder why then Africa is in the state that it is and has the 

reputation that it has. For example, according to an 

economic analysis released on 18th February 2021 by Oliver 

Reynolds in FocusEconomics “the five poorest countries  in 

the world are all from Africa”. The report finds that Africa 

“continues to be held back by problems such as institutional 

weaknesses, corruption, poor infrastructure and a lack of 

human capital” 

 

 

(vi) But the quality of minds gathered here shows that as a 

continent, we are not really short of expertise, ability or skill in 

Africa. Looking at the expertise gathered we do not believe  

that Africa lacks human capital.  It may be that Oliver 

Reynolds is only right in finding that it is institutional 

weaknesses, corruption and poor infrastructure that is 

holding Africa back.  

 

(vii) But we still have hope. Your Excellency said in your very first 

speech when you became President of this country that : 

“the time has come for us to arise from the slumber of our 

dream and make the dream true.” I am sure you have heard 

a number of beautiful songs that young people have built 

around your first speech as President. That is the level hope 

that speech inspires.  

 

(viii) You remarkably said in that speech that under you, the 

government “ will pursue the dream, not just as servants 

accountable to voters, but as stewards of the hopes of 

millions of children, born and unborn, who have no vote”. 

And you asked us all to “help…restore a new generation’s 

faith in the possibility of having a government that serves, not 

a government that rules; a government that inspires, not a 
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government that infuriates; a government that listens, not a 

government that shouts; a government that fights for, not 

against its people” . This, is the kind of message that we need 

to hear and see in practice from African leaders. 

 

(ix) For us as bar associations in Africa, we understood your call 

for help clearly.  You know Your Excellencies, that we are 

created to stand in the gap between the trustees and 

beneficiaries of state power; and to independently point to 

the direction of the law on matters of public interest. We help 

governments by independently and fearlessly reminding our 

great leaders of Africa,[in the words of Brutus in William 

Shakespeare]  that “the abuse of greatness is when it disjoins 

remorse from power”. When the collective hopes of the 

people set out in their national Constitutions cease to be the 

ultimate guiding light in governance, then the predictable 

collective progress of our nations and the continent is 

endangered-no bar association acquainted with its public 

service responsibility stays put at that point.   

 

(x) And when you our leaders make such profound statements 

as I have just quoted from your first speech Your Excellency, 

it raises hope that the will of the people for shared progress 

will one day soon be achieved, and that Africa will no longer 

be a continuous bad example of the world.  

 

(xi) And for this reason, in order to standardize the enforcement 

of the hopes of the people of Africa in their laws and to 

contribute to bettering our continent using the common 

standard of law, we gather here this week to reflect on how 

we shall help to institute a lasting legacy of transparent and 

accountable governance in Africa so that the trustees of 

state power  across Africa shall remain accountable to the 

will of the ordinary people according to the laws of the 

nations of Africa.   

The MLS through its entire membership therefore wishes to thank you 

once again Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, my Lords and 
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my Ladies, Learned Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen and to 

thank all contributors to the conference for making this gathering 

possible and to welcome all our foreign delegates to the warm heart 

of Africa.  

 

Thank you very much Your Excellency and God bless us all.   

   ________________ 
                                                                 Patrick Gray Mpaka 

MLS President, 2021-2023 

Notary Public | Legal Practitioner | Insolvency Practitioner | 
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